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Once every ten 

years...  

  Once every ten 

years since the 

early 1600ôs, in a 

little town in south 

Germany called 

Oberammergau, a  

community comes together to 

live out their vow to God to retell 

the story of the Passion of Jesus 

Christ. I had heard of this play 

years ago, but it was just August 

2010 that I experienced it.  

  I suspect this Passion Play 

means as much to the people of 

Oberammergau as it does to the 

sold -out audiences (about 4700 

each performance). It certainly 

doesnôt hurt the local economy, 

but I think it would be quite  

cynical to think thatôs all there is 

to it. This grand -scale production 

is the result of an answer to 

prayer: a desperate plea for God 

to save the village from annihila-

tion from the Black Plague. I   

believe something like 80 people 

had already died when the      

petition to God was backed by 

their promise to retell of Christôs 

passion every 10 years ðif lives 

were spared. The story goes that 

the deaths endedéand as they 

say, the rest is history!  

  I heard you have to be born in 

Oberammergau or have lived 

there at least 20 years to be able 

to participate in this monumental 

performance. It was nearly 6 

hours long and completely in    

German. (Thank goodness for 

penlights and an English script ð

not to mention already knowing 

the storyline!) Some in our  

traveling group were a bit 

weary, as this was the last day 

of an 11 day trip. But I must tell 

you I was totally enthralled. It 

was almost meditative to set 

down the program, watch, and 

listen to a community coming 

together to thank God and 

honor their promise. Hundreds 

were on the stage. Even young 

children were keenly aware that 

they were a part of something 

big, important and holy. We 

watched just once in our       

lifetime. They would sing and 

act for 6 hours, five days a 

week, for nearly 4 ½ months.  

  The most moving part for me 

was the ending. Yep, you 

guessed it ðJesus was          

resurrected! Seriously, what  

especially resonated in my soul 

was after the cast exited with 

ñJesus.ò The audience enthusi-

astically applauded, but abso-

lutely no one came out for a 

bow. We finally realized they 

werenôt going to come out, no 

matter how long or intensely we 

clapped. Eventually the ap-

plause ended and the theatre 

emptied. It ended more rever-

ently than I could have imag-

ined. This had been much more 

than a massive production, 

more than a townôs ancient  

heritage. We had all been drawn 

into their sincere offering to a 

gracious and merciful God. We 

hadnôt just witnessed a       

world - renowned play. We had       

worshipped.  
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October 28 through November 
6, I will be participating in a 
music missions project to  
Israel. I will be playing French 
horn in a nationally hand -
picked praise orchestra that 

will present multiple worship 
concerts throughout Israel, in 
schools, universities, parks, 
and any other venue the Lord 
provides. The group will also 
partner with local musicians 
and Christian workers to  

further the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. We will visit Nazareth, 
Capernaum, the Sea of  
Galilee, the Dead Sea, the 
Jordan River, Caesarea, 
Mount of Beatitudes, Peterôs 

Primacy, Bethlehem,  
Shepherdôs Field, Church of 
Nativity, Masada, Qumran, 
Jerusalem, the Mount of  
Olives, the Garden of Geth-
semane, Caiaphasôs Palace, 
and the Church of the Holy 

Patôs Going to Israel! 

Sepulcher. We will take com-
munion at the Garden Tomb, 
and we will pray at the Jeru-
salem Prayer Center.  
 

I covet your prayers as I 

prepare for this  
outstanding opportunity to 
minister through music in 

Israel.  

  WOW! It is time for the new 
school year to begin. In this 
tough economy, we have 36 
Voluntary -Prekindergarten 
students and 35 toddlers    
enrolled. We have been 
blessed. Praise the Lord!  
   

  The teachers have already 
attended several trainings for 
the new school year. Two 
were hosted by the Preschool 

and very well attended. There 
are six more to attend before 
October.  
   

  The school received an 
honor  from the Polk County 
Early Learning Coalition. The 
coalition contains Polk,      
Hardee, and Highlands    
counties. Eleven preschools 
were selected to become a 

new prototype school for 
these areas. We were one of 
the eleven that the coalition 
selected. We were nominated 
by the coalition for our     
ñcan-doò attitude and our  
willingness to share with the 
preschool communities. Our 
Quality Specialist, Cindy, also 
nominated us. She felt we 
would be able to set the     
example for other schools and 
become the leaders in our 
area, one that other          
preschools would be able to 
turn to for help when they  
begin their new learning     
experience. Isnôt that wonder-
ful? We are so excited. It will 
require a huge effort on our 
part and A LOT of hard work. 
What better than to be a 

Christian Preschool, teaching 
Bible Verses and Bible Stories 
combined with education in 
this day and age!  
 

  Jesus said, ñHE was raising 
the bar for us this yearò and 
HE certainty did! Jesus has 
been the ñbossò of the  
preschool ministry and HE is 
holding us to task. Keep us in 
your prayers as we journey 

down this new path. Thank 
you for all your support. 
Thank you, Jesus.  
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Ghoulôs Night Out is a community wide 

event for trick -or - treating. We will be 

downtown Winter Haven passing out 

candy, handing out literature about our 

church and its various programs, taking 

photos of children in costumes and  

having fun! We are looking for  

volunteers to help us set up and man the 

booth during that time. If you are  

interested in joining us or need more  

information please contact Erica Miracle 

at 324 -6347.  

Fall Fest is a Halloween alternative that 

we host annually here at St Johns. It is 

a great time filled with food, fun and 

costumes. If you are interested in  

joining us by hosting a booth for the 

event or for more information please 

contact Erica Miracle at 324 -6347.  

Pumpkin Patch                

Help us unload on October 

9th and sign up to sell the 

pumpkin. For more            

information call Mike    

Lambert at 407 -625 -2850.  



¶ 

¶ 

Project Love Contributors  

Our Mission:  

ѫ...to make 

fully devoted 

disciples of 

Jesus Christ!Ѭ 

Page 4 Good News  

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 



  The free faith based 

Medical Center of 

Eloise is moving for-

ward. Currently it 

looks like this will 

open about January 

2011. Government 

regulations, lots of pa-

perwork and endless 

meetings have slowed 

the process for the 

opening of this facility.  

BUT the BIBLE re-

minds  us to not spend 

all our time looking in 

the rearview mirror, 

BUT to look forward 

with our thoughts, 

deeds, actions and 

prayers.  

 

  We currently have 

fourteen churches that 

are willing to partici-

pate along with many 

doctors, nurses and 

other medical person-

nel and a community 

of friends that share in 

this vision to help peo-

ple see faith in action 

through this free 

medical center for 

people in need.   

More information is 

available at:  

 angelscarecentero-

feloise@g -mail.com  

St. Johnôs Church  

contacts:  Larry and 

Janey Powell  

                                                  

~Al and Marion Miner  

Angel Care Center of Eloise...UPDATE  

Womenôs Fellowship 

afraid of the clowns 
when Ned and 
Phyllis were done 
applying their  
make -up.  
  Also, thanks to  
Pastor Merry who is 
so well -versed on 
senior living,  
especially since she 
is such a young 
woman! SAM was  
saddened to learn of 
her calling to Winter 

Park, but we wish 
her the best and we 
will surely miss her 
a lot.  
  Our next potluck 
luncheon will be on 
October 14. We look 
forward to seeing 
our senior friends 
and welcoming 
those winter  
residents returning 
to Florida.   

Seniors Alive Ministry (S.A.M.)  

  Many thanks to 
Ned and Phyllis  
Kinzie for their help 
with the 4 -5 year 
olds from our  
Preschool at our  
Seniors luncheon on 
Sept 9th. The  
Kinzies arrived in 
street clothes and 
applied clown 
makeup in front of 
the children. Not a 
single child was 

Our Vision:  

ѫTo be a 

community in 

mission!Ѭ 

Morning Circle  

mailto:angelscarecenterofeloise@g-mail.com
mailto:angelscarecenterofeloise@g-mail.com


Update on Haiti  

us. Preparation will 
be on Tuesday,  
October 26 at 2PM. 
If you are available 
to serve we will be-
gin Wednesday at 
3PM. All proceeds 
for this dinner will 
go to United  

  The men of the 
church will be  
serving dinner at 
5PM on Wednesday, 
October 27. Men, if 
you are interested in 
helping with prepa-
ration or serving 
dinner please join 

Methodist Men to do 
the Lordôs work in 
the community. For 
more information 
please contact  
Tony Perry at  
740 -730 -1671 or  
Bob Butcher at  
409 -8393.  

United Methodist Men  
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Peanut Butter Sunday   

The next Peanut 

Butter Sunday 

is October 3!  

Haiti Earthquake  

Recovery  

Toiletries  
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Sermon Scriptures and Titles  
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October 2010  

¶ 

¶ 

All members of SJUMC are invited to SJUMCôs Church Conference at 3PM on Sunday, 

October 10 in the overflow room of the Sanctuary. All members will have a vote. The 
agenda is set by our district superintendent Sharon Austin. She will be officiating.  


