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Reflections of Dawn  

Lenten Reflecting on 

Routes and Roots  

 

  As the brief window of 

Florida's spring arrived, I 

resumed neighborhood morning walks. 

The parsonage neighborhood is a maze 

of roads going every which way, but 

Iõve observed how the ôlocalsõ rou-

tinely take their favorite driving 

routes  to connect with Cypress Gar-

dens or Overlook Drive. Me? When on 

foot, I love the adventure of taking 

different routes each day, with no 

particular destination ñ

just trying to get an 

hour of walking. Some-

times I wind up on dead 

end roads and I need to 

detour.  

  Lifeõs like that, isnõt 

it? We can get so com-

fortable with our daily ôroutesõ and 

routines. But what if life throws us a 

curve ball and we find our old route 

brings us to a ôdead endõ? Such mo-

ments jar us into reflection on just 

where our lives are leading our souls. 

They can be very rich moments where 

we stop and ask òAm I on route to a 

rich, full relationship with God, or has 

my busy life routine led me into a 

spiritual  rut that feels like a dead 

end?ó Iõve recently read an article 

warning about the disease of òCFSó 

(Christian Fatigue Syndrome) caused 

by taking on too much ñoften at our 

own church or important Christian 

community agencies. As we continue 

òto Lentó this month, letõs look more 

reflectively at our daily routes and 

ask if they are giving us adequate 

time alone with  God, as well as work-

ing for  Him.  

  And then there are roots . During my 

walks, I marvel at how much time and 

effort some families put into land-

scaping their homes, making our com-

munity more beautiful. Some homes 

have green plush yards, gorgeous 

flowers in bloom, with a backdrop of 

mature shrubs and trees. They stand 

in sharp contrast to other homes with 

barren exteriors, only a few patches 

of grass here and there. I bless each 

home as I pass it, but wonder what 

very different lives those residents 

must live.  

  Closer to home, 

thereõs Sueõs yard. Sue, 

single-handedly man-

ages to maintain a huge 

well-manicured yard, 

far beyond what I 

would ever attempt. She plans differ-

ent flowering plants throughout the 

season. She sweats, works the earth 

and is rewarded with beauty. Re-

cently, Sue uprooted and potted one 

or her gorgeous amaryllis for me to 

enjoy now and then to take the bulb 

along to replant at my future home. It 

was a gift of beauty and love, with a 

sense of continued connection. It 

spoke to me of how deep roots go, not 

only with plants ñbut with the connec-

tion of our lives. òTo Lentó is to look 

more deeply at those life connections 

through the lens of the crucified and 

risen Christ. The more deeply we root 

our lives in Christ, the more deeply we 

sense the kind of soul roots we share 

with each other. Roots that even my 

brown thumb cannot destroy.  

Colossians 2:6 - 7 

òAs you therefore have      
received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
continue to live your lives in him 
(to walk with him), rooted and 
built up in him and established 

in the faithéó 
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April 22  
Good Friday ñ12 Noon -  1PM 

A special one hour service in the sanctuary. Join us as 

we reflect on the 7 Last Words of Christ on the Cross. 

Each of the last words will be follows with a brief    

reflection, prayer and hymn. Each of the last words will 

be offered by various clergy who worship at SJUMC.  

April 17  
Palm/Passion Sundayñ8:30 AM & 11:00 AM  

Special Dramatic Presentation of the Passion Narrative  

(Matthew 26:14 - 27:66)  

ReaLifeñ6:30PM in Wesley Hall  

April 21  
Holy (Maundy) Thursday ñ7 PM 

Come join us in the Christian Life Center as we take  

Communion in a special one - time setting, remembering the 

night that Jesus broke the bread and gave the cup.  
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Calling all Pre-Schoolers through  

5th graders to hop on over on Easter Sunday   

for our annual Easter Celebration. We are moving 

our event to Sunday this year and plan to have a 

very meaningful and fun experience for our kids. 

Weõll have food, games, crafts and an egg hunt 

during Creation Station all the way through  

Sunday School. Join us for this very special  

time as we celebrate Easter together!  

Services  

8:30 AM  

Contemporary Worship  

11:00 AM 

Traditional Worship  

  6:30AM  

  ReaLife  

Join us at 6:30 

AM on the 

front steps.  

I Will:  Pick up my plant. 

Donate my plant.  

Name: 

Phone: 

Address:  

No. of Plants Requested:  

In Memory of:  

In Honor of:  

To eliminate any confusion your order form MUST be turned in 

WITH YOUR PAYMENT. Each plant is $7.00. All orders MUST 

be in the office by 12PM NOON on Monday, April 18th.  
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Interested in spending a weekend of relaxing and 

enjoying the outdoors? We have our final         

reservation for our 25th annual camping trip at 

Disneyõs Fort Wilderness Creekside Meadows. 

Dates are October 7 - 9, 2011  

Cost is $13 per person per night, and if you need a tent they 

are $30 per night and MUST be rented for both nights.  

In order to hold this reservation I need you to register and 

pay 1/2 of the amount at this time. The 30 spots and 7 tents 

are on a first come basis. If you are interested in joining us 

please contact Nancy Baker 324 -4197. 

Couples Spiritual Retreats Offered  

An opportunity for couples to spend 

time with each other and with the Lord 

awaits at the 2011 Couples Spiritual Retreats, 

April 29 - May 1 and May 20 - 22 . Sponsored 

by the Florida Conference United Methodist 

Men, each weekend retreat centers on the 

theme òAs For Me and My Houseó. Held in 

Fruitland Park at the beautiful Life Enrich-

ment Center, the retreats include praise time, 

plenary sessions and breakout sessions, offer-

ing time to take your discipleship deeper. Ad-

ditional information and registration forms 

may be downloaded at www.ummflconf.org.  

Womenõs Fellowship Activity 

Ladies, save Sunday, May 1st , at 

3:00 PM, to attend a free perform-

ance by the Harrison School of Art, 

at Polk State College, After the 

concert, we will plan to do some 

òfineó dining at one of Winter      

Havenõs restaurants. Watch the 

Sunday bulletin for more details.  

Tribute to Your Mother  

  If you are willing to share a brief tribute to your mother ñwhether 

sheõs still living or not, Pastor Dawn invites you to participate in worship 

on Mother's Day, May 8. You would briefly tell what your motherõs 

Christian faith has meant to your life and your own Christian formation.  

  It should be no more than 2 minutes of speaking time. Please let Pastor 

Dawn know by April 15 if you are willing to participate, and what service 

you attend. Youth as well as adults are encouraged to consider partici-

pating.  

May 22 is òHeritageó Sunday. After 

some discussion, your pastoral staff   

believes that this would be the perfect 

Sunday for us to emphasize òBring a 

Friendó.  

Begin right now thinking about someone 

you know who does not attend any 

church. We are going to make this a very special    

Sunday in the life of SJUMC. Begin making your plans 

to make this day a real success. It is our conviction 

that everyone at SJUMC would like to be a part of our 

church growing and reaching the community around us 

for Christ. Letõs do this together. Watch for more  

information in the following weeks.  
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Costa Rica 2011  
March 1st a ten member team spent 11 days in LaFortuna, Costa Rica. Their work there in-

cluded completely painting the outside of the church, the outside of the parsonage a 4 foot by 

200 foot wall and the large recreational in the all -purpose building. Other members of the 

team completely rewired the parsonage with new wiring, switchers and outlets. The team gals 

worked with six ladies who took a two day sewing class where they made a purse, tablecloth 

and a skirt. Upon completion of their classes each was presented with a sewing machine and 

fabrics and other sewing supplies. (We took about 10 pounds of assorted buttons & lots of zip-

pers, thread, needles and other notions.)  

  Thursday evening we attended a service in the LaGuardia Church where we had worked in 

2010. At this service team member Parke Boyer presented the pastor there with a beautiful 

stained glass hanging depicting Mt. Arenal, the Methodist Cross & Flame, colorful parrot and a 

clip on plaque in Spanish òOur God Is An Awesome Godó. Needless to say the people there were  

very pleased and grateful for Parkeõs work of art.  

  Sunday evening we had a church service which included a youth team from Bowling Green, 

Kentucky. There was a lot of interaction with some of the local people and they were very much 

appreciative of all the work that was done. Richard Blue receives an òA+ó for his Spanish 101 

Translation work. It was a great team and St. Johnõs can be proud of their Costa Rica Team 

who answered the call in Isaiah 6:8 òõWhom shall I send as a messenger to my people? Who will 

go?õ AND they said, ôLord, Iõll go! Send me.õó 

  Thank you St. Johnõs for the privilege to serve.  


